His Majesty Grants Audience

His Majesty King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev granted
audience to Ambassador Farooq Sobhan (Bangladesh),
Ambassador C.V. Ranganathan (India), Prof. Pervez Igbal Cheema
(Pakistan) and Ofticiating Executive Director of the IFA Nishchal
N. Pandey at the Narayanhiti Royal Palace on Nov. 19th 2004.

Ambassador Sobhan, Ambassador Ranganathan and Prof. Cheema

I“ S t I tu-t e were among the delegates who had come to Kathmandu to attend
the regional conference on "Comprehensive Security in South Asia"

Df organized by the Institute of Foreign Affairs in cooperation with

the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. The Officiating Executive Director

Fl] I'l e I gn "ffal rl S of the IFA, Pandey, on the occasion submitted to His Majesty the
latest publications and reported about the various activities of the

Institute. All the three distinguished participants expressed their
profound gratitude to His Majesty for granting them the royal

audience.
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The Institute of Foreign Affairs
(IFA) in cooperation with the
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES)
organized a two-day regional
conference on "Comprehensive
Security in South Asia" at the
Himalaya Hotel, Lalitpur. Rt.
Hon'ble Prime Minister Sher

Bahadur Deuba inaugurated the
conference at a ceremony held on
Nov. 19th 2004. Delivering his
keynote address, Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Deuba said
that almost all South Asian
countries face similar problems

emanating from terrorism,

(Contd. in P. 2)




economic depravity, weak governance, ethnic and
racial discord or environmental degradation.
"Poverty remains a formidable challenge to our
region which harbors nearly half of the world's
poor", he said. Prime Minister Deuba further added
that disparities in addressing these and other
challenges of globalization, territorial disputes,
nuclearization and arms race, internal disturbance
and political tension among states further hinder
regional economic cooperation endeavors". He
expressed the confidence that the current warming-
up of relations between India and Pakistan, "will
go a long way in building the fund of goodwill
and enhancing cooperation within the auspices of
SAARC."

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Dr. Prakash
Sharan Mahat hoped that the painstaking effort of
the IFA will bear positive results in the form of
informed discourse, policy input to all the seven
governments and a publication; "which in itself will
be a valuable contribution to regional cooperation
endeavor in South Asia - free from the overshadow
of terrorism, poverty, arms race and inter and intra-
state conflicts". Dr. Mahat further added that a
discussion on comprehensive security or a roadmap
of regional cooperation cannot merely emerge from
meetings of politicians or bureaucrats alone. "It has
to grow steadily from contacts and exchanges from

academics," he said.

Head of FES, Nepal Dev Raj Dahal outlined that
the utility of SAARC lies in deepening and
enlarging the areas of soft-politics with an aim of
beefing up efforts to meet the need for
comprehensive security in the region. "Its political

future rests on effectiveness and coherence", he said.

A publication comprising of altogether 18 papers
on themes such as "Environment Security in South

Asia", "Trade Liberalization and Human Security
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in South Asia", "Refugees and Impact on Security",
"Indo-Pak Military CBMs", "India's Relations with
Neighbors: Latest Trends", "Major Powers and
South Asia", "China and South Asia" etc. will be
soon brought out. IFA is contacting internationally
renowned publishers in order to print the book

and ensure its world-wide marketing.

Foreign Secretary Opens
Computer Training Course
at MoFA

Foreign Secretary Madhu Raman Acharya
inaugurated a computer training course for officers
and staft of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at a
function held at the library hall of Shital Niwas on
November 22nd 2004. Organized by the IFA, the
one-month long course will cater to the
professional needs of the MoFA officers & staft in
segments such as Microsoft word, excel, MS Front
page and HTML, Power Point, networking, e-mail,

intranet and internet, etc.

Speaking on the occasion, Officiating Executive
Director of IFA Nishchal N. Pandey said that it
was a matter of satisfaction for the IFA to launch
the training course at a time when both the Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs and the Foreign
Secretary were computer- savvy and lay great
emphasis on computer proficiency among the staff
of the ministry. Foreign Secretary Acharya
underscored the crucial importance of computer
expertise and thanked the IFA for launching this

coursec.

Altogether 18 ofticers and staft of the MoFA are
currently undergoing the training.
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